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SUBJECT :PRESS GUIDANCE ON RECENT TORTURE ALLEGATIONS 

1 . FOLLOWING Q'S AND A'S WERE PREPARED FOR THE DEPART- 
MENT'S NOON BRIEFING FEBRUARY 25 IN EVENT QUESTIONS WERE 
ASKED ABOUT JACK ANDERSON STORY IN WASHINGTON POST 

THE SAME DAY ALLEGING LARGE-SCALE TORTURE AND MALTREATMENT 
OF PRISONERS UNDER THE EMERGENCY. ANDERSON CITED INFOR- 
MATION GAINED FROM SUBRAM ANIAN SWAMY AS WELL AS TWO OF HIS 
OWN REPORTERS, ONE OF WHOM TRAVELLED ABOUT INDIA WITHOUT 
ACKNOWLEDGING WHO HE WAS. NO QUESTIONS WERE ASKED. 

2. Q - WHAT DOES THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAVE TO SAY ABOUT THE 
JACK ANDERSON STORY IN TODAY S WASHINGTON POST ABOUT 
CONDITIONS UNDER THE INDIAN EMERGENCY? WHY AREN'T WE 
TAKING A TOUGH STAND ON INDIA THE WAY WE ARE ON OTHER 
COUNTRIES? 
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A - BOTH THE PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY HAVE MADE CLEAR 
THAT THE UNITED STATES DOES NOT CONDONE VIOLATIONS OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS, WHEREVER THEY OCCUR. OF COURSE, THAT 
INCLUDES INDIA. 

- REGARDING THE CURRENT INDIAN SITUATION, ON 
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JANUARY 18 PRIME MINISTER GANDHI SIGNALLED A MAJOR 
CHANGE IN DIRECTION, CALLING FOR A GENERAL ELECTION IN 
MID MARCH, RELEASING POLITICAL PRISONERS AND REMOVING 
PRESS CENSORSHIP. 

- PRESIDENT CARTER HAS WELCOMED THESE STEPS TOWARD 
THE RETURN OF THE DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM IN INDIA. 

Q - WHAT ABOUT THE STORIES OF TORTURE? ARE THEY TRUE? 

A - WE HEARD SOME ALLEGATIONS ABOUT HARSH TREATMENT OF 
PRISONERS UNDER THE EMERGENCY, BUT HAVE NO CONFIRMATION. 
WE WOULD, OF COURSE, DEPLORE SUCH ACTIONS. 

Q - WHAT’S THE SITUATION ON POLITICAL PRISONERS? 

A - WE DON'T HAVE ALL THE FACTS, BUT DO KNOW THAT MOST 
FORMER PRISONERS ARE OUT, INCLUDING MANY OPPOSITION 
CANDIDATES. 

Q - WHAT’S THE SITUATION ON AID TO INDIA? WAS INDIA CUT 
OUT BECAUSE OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION? 

A - IN FY'77 WE ARE CONTINUING A PL 480 PROGRAM (ABOUT 
$125 MILLION) AND ARE PLANNING FOR ONE IN FY'78. 

- REGARDING DEVELOPMENT AID, WE HAVE NOT HAD A PROGRAM 
SINCE 1971, AND THERE ARE NO FUNDS IN THE FY'78 BUDGET 

FOR SUCH A PROGRAM. THE QUESTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, 
THEREFORE, DID NOT ARISE IN THIS REGARD. 
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